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Shelter pets…heads and tails above the rest! 

Mission Statement: 
Animal Friends of the 

Valleys is dedicated to 

promoting humane 

care of animals  

through education and 
a humane, pro-active 

animal services pro-

gram. We are commit-

ted to preventing the 

suffering of animals and 

to ending pet overpopu-

lation in the cities we 

serve. 

 

Animal Friends of the 

Valleys is your local 

animal shelter. We  

offer animals for adop-

tion and provide animal 

services to Lake Elsi-

nore, Wildomar,  

Canyon Lake, Menifee, 

Murrieta, and Temecu-

la.  We are a nonprofit 

501(c)(3) organization. 

Executive Director 

Monica Wylie 

And it’s been a long time coming! Under the nationwide 
quarantine, AFV definitely felt the impact of COVID-19. With a  
decrease in foot traffic, our staff was concerned that the animals in our 
care would not find their forever homes, but the compassion in our 
communities was overwhelming and the shelter saw more empty  
kennels than we have ever seen in our 33 year history.  
 
Even with the country (and the world) practically turned upside down, 
AFV staff didn’t give in to the fear and disruptions. There were animals 
that needed us! And our staff bravely came to work as they always do 

and were ready to do what they always do—save the animals! We couldn’t be more proud of our 
animal control officers, kennel staff, office staff, and everybody else who knew the animals were 
counting on them. 
 
The public, too, did their part by answering our call to help by volunteering to foster animals that 
came into the shelter, donating food and supplies, coming in to adopt, and volunteering to help in 
many different ways. We have some great people in our communities! 
 
As we move deeper into kitten season, we need your help. Our foster homes are already over-
whelmed with mamas and baby kittens and we need more families to open their hearts and homes 
to these helpless animals and foster until they are old enough to find their forever families. Please 
see page 8 for more information about fostering. 

The City of Menifee Votes to Consolidate Animal Services With AFV  
And Join the Joint Powers Authority (JPA) for All Shelter Services 

 
For the past 10 years, the City of Menifee has contracted with AFV for field services and with 
the County of Riverside for sheltering services. As a result, residents needed to drive to San 
Jacinto to pick up or drop off lost pets and to Wildomar for other shelter services. But when  
residents saw AFV vehicles in Menifee, many naturally assumed that is where animals were 
taken and didn’t realize that Menifee animals were taken to San Jacinto. The Menifee City 
Council decided that combining both services with AFV is 
more logical for residents as well as being closer to Menifee.  
 
Menifee’s current contract with both entities expires June 30. 
Cost of services with AFV will be negotiated by city staff and 
brought to the city council for approval. They also will hold 
discussions with the JPA and work to bring a formal  
agreement to the council by the end of June. Should the  
agreement not be executed by the end of June, AFV has  
committed to working with Menifee to house their animals 
until agreements with the JPA and AFV are executed. 
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Still Need to Spay or Neuter YOUR Pet? 

We’ve got you covered. 
Our low cost spay and 
neuter clinic is just a 
phone call away.  
 
Do your part to help stop 
the pet overpopulation 
crisis! Your pet will be  
happier and healthier; 

most importantly, he or she will not contribute more litters to a 
world that does not have homes for them.  
 
Call for an appointment today:  951-674-SPAY (7729)  
 
Microchipping and vaccinations are now by appointment only. 
 
For more information, log on to our website: https://
animalfriendsofthevalleys.com/spay-neuter/ 
 
  

Now Open  

7 days a 

week! 

Drs. Laura Paris and Margo 
Kasting perform many 
spay/neuter surgeries in our 
clinic every month. 

Time to wake up, little 
Nugget! 

The last few months have really elevated the support we have from our communities. Thank you 
for answering the call to action and making a difference, whether it was in the form of fostering, 
adopting, donating or sharing our stories with others and expanding our reach. 
 
The “Meatball Twins” were adopted in April after months of shelter living and even have their 
own Instagram now. We had a very sweet cat with a severe eye injury (required surgery to  
remove the damaged eye) and she is recovering peacefully in a foster home. We had a beautiful 
brown tabby boy with a broken jaw (likely hit by a car) brought in. He purrs while he slurps his 
gruel and wants his head scratched. We have so many beautiful stories. So many stories that 
inspire hope and give us the strength to come back for another day on the front lines. We really 
do take in the lost, abandoned, and animals in transition from our communities. Some need a 
little extra TLC to nurse them back to health. Some just need a bit of time to regroup. They all 
need you in some fashion. 
 
And again, you have come through. More than 30 new emergency foster families have been added in the last month. We 
have, at one point, been down to seven dogs available for adoption. Food donations have been pouring in and we have 
been able to increase the amount of food provided to families in need as well as stock up here at the shelter. Over 200 
kittens were placed into foster homes until they are of age for adoption. Thank you for your continued support. 
 

Monica 

Message from our Executive Director 

Shelter hours are now back to normal:  
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday—10 a.m. to 4 p.m (Open at 8 a.m. to purchase dog licenses.) 
Wednesday—10 a.m. to 7 p.m. (Open at 8 a.m. to purchase dog licenses.) 
Saturday—10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  (Open at 8 a.m. to purchase dog licenses.) 
Third Sunday of each month—Noon to 4 p.m.   
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From the  
Development Desk... 
Beth Soltysiak,  
Director of Donor 
Development 
 
First and foremost, I hope 
you and your family are safe 
and healthy. In these  
unprecedented times,  
everyone’s top priority 
should be taking care of 
themselves, their families 
and, of course, their pets. The shelter has remained 
opened and adhering to COVID 19 protocols mandated by 
the governor. 
 
Animal Friends of the Valleys has been providing  
exemplary care for all animals that are in the shelter. Every 
employee in the shelter has shown true spirit and are rising 
to daily changes. 
 
The community has also shown unbelievable support to 
AFV. Our donations have increased and it is heartwarming 
to see our valley take care of individuals as well as the ani-
mals. AFV has also been working hard to help the commu-
nity with animal food from our food bank. We realize many 
businesses and individuals are finding it hard to make ends 
meet. We, as a non-profit, are also trying to navigate 
through these trying times. 
 
Be assured that we have a dedicated staff that is providing 
care and enrichment to the animals that come through our 
doors. Our animal control officers are responding to emer-
gency calls, assisting stray and injured animals, and are 
going above and beyond the call of duty during this  
pandemic. 
 
AFV would like to say a loud “Thank You” to all of our  
donors, sponsors, and partners who have continued  
showing their support, especially during this crisis. Because 
of your incredible support, we will continue our best care for 
all lost and abandoned animals in southwest Riverside 
County. We will get through these unprecedented times if 
we all support each other. 
 
I would like to say a special “Thank You” to the Petco  
Foundation, The Bissell Foundation, Walmart, and Target 
for their unwavering support as well as to the individual  
donors who are truly helping the animals at AFV. 
 
AFV is so grateful and appreciates your support. Everyone 
at AFV hopes you and your loved ones stay safe and 
healthy. Please remember to think of the animals who are 
indirectly affected by this outbreak.  
 
Remember our mis-
sion is to care for and 
find all adoptable pets 
a safe and loving 
home. 
 
Beth  
 

  
 

 Stop Kitnapping! 
 

“What is kitnapping?” you ask. It is taking baby kittens 
away from their mothers before they are ready. 
 
Have you ever been out walking and come across a litter of 
kittens with momma nowhere to be found? Feeling sorry for 
the sweet young things, you scoop them up and take them 
to your local animal shelter. The only problem is most likely 
the momma cat is nearby; she hasn’t abandoned her litter 
but is out hunting for food. 
 

Removing kittens from 
the care of their mother is 
dangerous for these  
fragile little babies. It 
takes round-the-clock 
care to look after these 
cuties and shelter  
resources may not always 
be available to keep up 
with their needs. Plus, it 
takes special training to 

bottle feed kittens that are too young to eat on their own. 
 
What to do? Come back and check on the kittens after six 
hours. If mom has come back, breathe a sigh of relief and 
go on your merry way. Check on them again when they are 
8 weeks old. That is the time to “kitnap” them and bring 
momma and babies to the AFV Spay/Neuter Clinic. You 
can even become a “foster mom” (or dad) and care for 
them until they’ve recovered from their surgeries and are 
ready to be adopted. We’ll be with you every step of the 
way and will provide all the supplies you need to care for 
them. 
 
For information on becoming a foster parent, please fill out 
an online foster application at 
www.animalfriendsofthevalleys.com/foster/ . 

Adopted! 

I’m Milo, and I was 
adopted by the Gorham 
Family. They said I am 
the perfect addition to 
their family! 

Adopted! 
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A huge “Thank You” to our friends at KW The Lakes for 
over $1,000 in donations for the shelter pets! Wow, you 
guys and girls are GREAT! 

Kathy McIntire, 
AFV  
Administrative 
Supervisor, 
Retires 
 
We were sad to 
say goodbye to 
Kathy McIntire, 
AFV administrative 
supervisor, and her 
little friend Ziva, 
when she retired in 

May after 12 years with AFV.  
 
Always there to lend a hand and keep things run-
ning smoothly at the shelter, Kathy will be sorely 
missed by both staff and animals. We wish her the 
very best as she begins her new life. She was truly 
a friend indeed. 
 
Goodbye and good luck, Kathy and Ziva!  

Thanks, too, to everybody 
who donated via Amazon, 
Chewy, Walmart and more to 
help the animals during the 
COVID-19 crisis.  

 
And, we 
also 
thank 
all who  
donated to the Australian  
animals during their  
horrible forest fires in 2019. You all 
are friends to the animals in need! 

Thank You to Our 
Dog Walker Volunteers! 

 
Did you know we have a wonderful group of  
volunteers who come to the shelter every morning 
to give the shelter dogs a chance to get out and 
stretch their legs? After being quarantined during 
the COVID-19 virus, we humans have a better 
understanding of what it’s like to be cooped up all 
day! The dogs know what it’s like, too. 

 
Thanks to Patrick DuMon-
ceaux, Matthew Morrison, 
Betty Luscher, Mayra  
Escarcega, Jennifer Foster, 
Brain Craig, Kristi Ortiz,  and 
Cameron Martinez. 
 

We also give a BIG thank you to Kristi Ortiz and 
family for weed whacking and raking up foxtails on 
the dog walking path. 

YOU, Too, Can Be A Friend Indeed! 

 

VOLUNTEER! 

 

Sign up on our website at  
animalfriendsofthevallelys.com 

Click on “Get Involved” 
Fill out an application 

Attend our online volunteer 
orientation! 

 
We and the animals can’t wait to meet you! 

A 
D 
O 
P 
T 
E 
D 
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Dear Animal Friends... 

Don’t Forget to  
License Your Pet! 

 
It is a state law and city ordinance that all dogs 4 months of age 
and older be vaccinated against rabies and licensed in the city in 
which the animal lives. Rabies vaccinations are available at our 
low cost/spay neuter clinic for only $6. 

You can license your pet online on 
our website at: 
animalfriendsofthevalleys.com  
(click on “My Account”.) 

Or, come to the shelter and license 
in person. 

Pssst! you can donate to 
AFV every time you make a 
purchase on Amazon.  
Simply go to 
smile.amazon.com and 
choose Animal Friends of 

the Valleys as your charity. It costs you nothing, but helps 
the animals big time! 

Did you know you can pur-
chase an ID tag for your pet 
at the shelter? Check out our 
tag engraving machine in the 
shelter lobby! 

Today (May 22) marks the one year anniversary since I 
adopted Aidan from your shelter. I wanted to share the 
before and after photo of him to show how happy he is 
and how, with your help, we were able to give him a  
second chance. 
 
When I adopted him, I could tell he had a rough past. I 
promised him when I took him home he was now safe 
and I’d always protect him. He’s come a long way with 
socialization, loves to play with other dogs, and he is  
super gentle. He even comes to work with me everyday 
and has become the office mascot. 
 
The before and after photos show a powerful transfor-
mation of what a loving home can do. Second chances 
are everything. Hope this photo brings you some joy  
during these challenging times—and thanks for what you 
all do! 
 
Sarah Lindner 

RASCAL’S 

BOUTIQUE 

      Exp. 12-31-2020 

Aidan before 

Aidan after 

We adopted our Jasper (then 
named Sebastian) from you 10 
years ago. He has been with us 
through multiple moves and life 
transitions and has been the best 
dog.  
 
He’s an 
old man 
now, but 
he’s still 
spunky. 
 
 

Just wanted to say “Thank You”. 
 
Haley Hardin West 

Clear the Shelters 

 

Coming in August! 



 

Animal Friends of the Valleys         Summer 2020 

 

We are so grateful to our animal control officers and, of 
course, the rest of our hardworking staff who came to work 
during the COVID-19 crisis.  
 
Our officers and department staff thank Jonathan Ingram, 
Murrieta City Council member, and his wife Melody for 
providing masks so they can continue serving the public 
and protecting the animals in our communities. 
 
We salute our officers as do the many animals they helped  
during the crisis. You guys and gals are great! 
 
 
 
 

From  
Animal  
Control 

Animal Control Appreciation Week 
April 12-18, 2020 

 
Not just my officers out there but all animal control officers 
that deal with the daily struggles and the highs and very, 
very lows, sleepless nights, compassion fatigue and all the 
scratches, bumps and bruises, I want to say thank you for 
sacrificing yourselves daily.  
 
You are a special breed (no pun intended) of men and 
women. Not many people could do what you do! If only the 
people knew what you had to deal with on a daily basis they 
would clap when they see you go by. I watch my heroes 
leave for the field every morning. Stay safe and know what 
you do matters. This is your special week.  
 
I’m proud of you,  
 
The Chief (Monique Middleton) 

Fireworks  

Are not Fun  

For Our Pets! 

 
Most of us look forward to summer and all the fun outdoor 
activities it brings. But one activity is not at all enjoyable for 
our pets—Fourth of July fireworks.  
 
While we celebrate our nation’s independence, those fire-
works bursting in air cause the week before and the week 
after the Fourth of July to be shelters’ busiest intake time of 
the year. One of the worst things we can do is put our pet 
in our backyards and then go off to the nearest fireworks 
show. They likely will not be there when we get home. 
Worst case scenario is that they will be hit by a car as they 
are fleeing in terror. Pets don’t understand what is happen-
ing and it is up to us to make the holiday as stress free as 
possible for them.  
 
For those animals with anxiety over the fireworks, consult 
your veterinarian to see if there is any medication that may 
help reduce their stress. Make sure to have proper identifi-
cation on your pet and a microchip with current contact  
information. Some animals, even though secured at home, 
will find a way to escape with all of the noise going on. 
Many actually injure themselves while trying to escape. 
 
Please make sure to keep your pet safe at home. If you 
must go, put him in a safe place inside your home with  
music or the television on to drown out at least some of the 
noise. 
 

We hope you and your pet have a safe and happy  
4th of July! 
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Happy 

Tails 

We so enjoy hearing about our furry friends’ new lives  
after being adopted into their forever homes. Two such 
dogs, Eeva and Ernie (formerly Kara and Fero), were sur-
rendered to AFV two days before Christmas 2019 after 
their former guardians suffered a medical emergency and 
could no longer care for them. 
 
Our staff and volunteers quickly fell in love with the adora-
ble seniors, who were soon dubbed “The Meatball Twins”. 

It took awhile for them to 
get adopted; after all, 
most families are not 
looking to adopt two 
dogs at once and there 
was no way we could 
adopt these two love 
bugs separately. How-
ever, when they finally 
did get adopted, the pup 
at their new home wasn’t 

pleased with its new roommates, so they were brought 
back to the shelter to try again. 
 
Everyone at the shelter was rooting for a happy ending for 
them, and a happy ending they got when the perfect family 
came forward and took them home. These two are now 
living the good life with a wonderful new family. They even 
have their own Instagram page: 
@the_fabulous_meatball_twins! 

Another happy ending came 
when the Carrillo family con-
tacted us to let us know they 
had lost their pit bull named 
Tanker Bell. While Lisa Castle, 
our pet recovery specialist, was 
responding to Mrs. Carrillo’s 
lost report, she received an 
email from her stating that she 
was at the shelter right then 
and had just found Tanker Bell 
there! As can be seen from the 
photo, she and her friend both 
had great big smiles on their 
faces after being reunited! 

One recent day we received a lost report from a Menifee 
resident whose miniature poodle mix named Daisy had 
jumped out of the car window near the Menifee City Hall. 
 
The AFV staff member who received it posted the report on 
our website and also on the Menifee Next Door page. Wow, 

what a response! Daisy definitely 
touched a chord with Menifee  
residents who immediately went 
out looking for Daisy and kept it up 
day and night.  
 
Daisy was a bit skittish and, if she 
was sighted, off she’d go in anoth-
er direction! She stayed close to 
the dry wash area between Ante-
lope/Bradley and ended up stay-
ing there for two whole nights! 
Finally, dirty and full of stickers, 
she was rounded up by residents 

who soon returned her to her family. (Her family was out 
searching the area, too.) After a trip to her vet to make sure 
she was okay, she returned back home, no worse for wear 
after her crazy adventure. Hey, Daisy, the grass isn’t always 
greener on the other side of the car window!  
 
Can you imagine having lost your dog two years ago and 
then having the shelter call to say we have him? That’s  
exactly what happened to Melissa Meyer last month!  
 
Bella had been brought to 
the shelter as a stray and, 
when staff checked her for 
a microchip, it tracked 
back to Melissa. What a 
surprise! It didn’t take long 
for her and her little boy to 
arrive at the shelter for a 
happy reunion!  

Carl the cat found his way 
home, too, because he had 
a microchip! He sure was 
happy to find his family! 
 
If you still haven’t had your 

pet microchipped, now is the time, before the scary July 4 
fireworks start and your pet decides to head for the hills, 
possibly never to be seen again! Purchase one now at the 
shelter or our spay/neuter clinic (appointment needed at the 
clinic) for only $10.  
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Animal Friends of the Valleys Core Values 
 

Compassion for Animals 
 
Employee Excellence 
 
Outstanding Community and Customer Service 
 
Building Strong Networks, Partnerships and Alliances 
 
Educational Advocacy 
 
Fiscal Responsibility 

Have You 

Heard? While the COVID-19 virus caused the closure or slowdown 
of many businesses, AFV remained open and the animals 
continued to come in. The virus unfortunately coincided 
with kitten and puppy season and, due to restrictions 
placed on businesses allowed to remain open, not as 
many potential adopters came into the shelter. 
 
That’s when our call for more foster families went out. 
Since March, we have signed up 37 new cat/kitten foster 
families and 28 new dog/puppy foster families. The foster 
program has saved 36 adult cats,196 kittens,14 puppies 
and 44 adult dogs since March. However, many families 
could only foster short term. So we are making another call 
out now for long term foster families who will be able to 
foster until the fostered animals are adopted and then 
come back for another animal. Foster homes for cats,  
kittens and large dogs are especially needed. 
 
If you would like to help the animals by becoming a foster 
parent, please check out our website at https://
animalfriendsofthevalleys.com/foster/ or email  
foster@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com. We are working on 
getting our foster orientation online as well. Our foster  
department is extremely busy right now, so please be  
patient after submitting your application. 
 
We want to thank our communities and our long term  
foster families for their support and giving spirit during this 
time!  

                                
  

With approved application—spay/neuter fees may apply. 

AFV is a firm believer in humane  
euthanasia for very sick, elderly or  
seriously injured pets. When the time 
comes, we are here for you.  
 
We also offer in-home euthanasia. 
 

For more information and advice, please call  
951-674-0618, ext. 233.  

Some Summer Nuggets of Knowledge... 
 

HOT Cars Make for Hot Dogs! 
 

With the temperatures rising, the number of calls received 
for animals left in cars is also rising. When our thermome-

ters reach 85 degrees, it only 
takes 10 minutes for the tem-
perature inside a car to reach 
102 degrees or more. And, in 
the hot climate of southwest 
Riverside County, summer  
temperatures are often 100  
degrees plus so you can  

imagine how hot it is in parked cars. 
 
Please report pets left in cars, even if the windows are 
open a couple of inches. These are still considered  
dangerous conditions for pets and can be life threatening. 

 
And… 
 
HOT Pavement Makes for BURNED Paws! 

 
Dogs have a way of looking 
at us that can tear at our 
heartstrings when they want 
something. A walk on a hot 
day is one example. But did 
you know that dogs can  
easily suffer very painful 
burns on their paw pads 
when walking on hot  
pavement and asphalt?  
 
One way to avoid burning paws is to press the back of 
your hand to the ground for 7-10 seconds. If it is uncom-
fortable for you, then the pavement is too hot for your 
dog’s paws. 

We need foster families! 



Summer 2020 

 

Animal Friends of the Valleys         

 

Thanks from the Animals. . .  
Without the help of our many supporters we would not be able to continue helping the animals in need. Thanks to these 
and all the other friends who contributed to AFV the first quarter of 2020 

AHLERS  CATHY 
AMODEO MARK 
ANDERSON DARRICK 
ARBOLEDA JOE & JAMIE 
AUSTIN EQUINE  
 ENTER-
PRISESAUTHENTIC4U  
BACA JUDITH 
BALLOU-COPELAND
 FAITH & 
 THOMAS 
BEALES GEORGE & 
 TOM 
BELLAS MONICA 
BONNIGSON LARRY 
BRAINARD PATSY 
BRINGUEL RONALD & 
 BARBARA 
BROWN ANTHONY 
BRUNETTI  KAREN  
BRYMAN DOROTHEE 
BYERS MAURINE 
CASTANON RUBEN &  
 GINA 
CHARITIES AID FOUNDATION 
 OF AMERI-
CACHRISTENSEN  
 PATRICIA & 
 JOHN 
CLARK RICHARD 
COBOS JOVANNA 
COMPOS AL & LINDA 
COSTCO UW CAMPAIGN  
DAVIS JEANNE 
DELANEY TERRI JO 
DEVELTER JEANNE & 
 ELTON C 
FEGYO ELIZABETH 
FERRI MAUREEN 
FIDELITY CHARITABLE  
FRANK IAN 
FRIED LIDA & DAVID 
FRONTSTREAM  
GALLAGHER GINGER & 
 EDNA 
GALWAY EVENTS  
MANAGEMENT LLC 
GIELOW KRISTEN 
GREATER HORIZONS  
GREER RALPH 
HALE TAWNY 
HANKS SALLY 
HOBBS ASHLEY 
HOLLADAY RORY 
HOLLAND ELLEN 
HOLM ELAINE 
HOWEY JAMES  
 MICHAEL 
HUNT ADRIANNE 
IBARRA RAMON 
KEEHAN LUCY 
KELLER JANICE 
KLIM JEROME J 
KNUTSON CHRIS 
LANING SYDNEY 

LINDVIG PAMELA 
LOTMAN, MARTIN  
 LUPE &  
 STELLA 
LUCKY CHI DOG RESCUE  
LUNA LORI 
LUPRO BARBARA & 
 DON 
MCCAULEY BELINDA 
METZNER KAREN LYN 
MICHELI ELLEN 
MIDDLEMAS SUSAN 
MIRELES JR FELIX 
MORPHIS TERRY &  
 SANTA 
MULL JAMES  
NETWORK FOR GOOD 
NORTHROP GRUMMAN 
 CHARITY 
PALOMERA YESENIA 
PARKER MARIE 
PARKER VIRGINIA 
PETCO  
PEYTON KYLE &  
 SARAH 
PITNEY BOWES  
PLUMMER  RICHARD & 
 PHYLLIS 
PRYTZ JANICE 
RAISING CANE'S  
RESTAURANTS, LLC 
RATHBURN MAUREEN 
RAWLS TERESA 
RHODES MICHELLE 
RIVERSIDE COUNTY  
 EMPLOYEE 
 CAMPAIGN  
RUBIO JOHN 
RUNGE WILLIAM 
SALGADO/  ARELLANO/
 JANEE /  
 ARMANDO 
 MARIE 
SAN DIEGO COUNTY CREDIT 
 UNION 
SEMPRA EMPLOYEE GIVING 
 NETWORK 
SHEA ELIZABETH 
SOLTZ STEPHEN & 
 SHERI 
STATER BROS CHARITIES  
STOCK ELLEN 
SUITTS JAIME 
SUTHERLAND PATRICIA 
TARGET CORPORATION  
TAYLOR MACAYLA & 
 ROBERT 
THE BEDROCK COMPANY  
THE RUNGE FAMILY TRUST  
TRUIST 
UNITED WAY CA CAPITAL 
 REGION 
UNITED WAY OF THE INLAND 
 VALLEYS 
VALE GARY/LINDA 

VAN PUTTEN JYN 
WALNUT GROVE APTS 
WARNER RHONDA 
WELLS FARGO COMMUNITY 
 SUPPORT 
WILLIAMS ARDITH 
WILSON RICHARD 
WOOD  JACQUELINE 
WOODSON RICHARD 
WOOFTRAX, INC  
YOURCAUSE  
 

In Memory Of… 
 

MELISSA WIGES 
Dottie Bock 

Mike Hutchinson 
Psomas 

Cheryl Schultz 
Dorothy Schultz 
Jerilyn Schultz 
Thomas Smith 

Michael Sorrentino 
Julie Specht 

Margaret Wiges 
 

AMANDA CULKIN 
Joann Garzione 
Patricia Mehlek 

 
LORRAINE REAFSNYDER 

Linda Hughes 
Cynthia Long 
Kay Travers 

 
BARBARA TOLLE 

Robert Keplar 
Rebecca Macville 

Kathy Parker 
 

LYNN WALKER 
Roberta Tomkinson 

 

In Honor Of… 
 

LYNN WALKER 
Elizabeth Shea 

 
 LOLA 

Joann Garzione  
 

We Also Thank… 
 

LUCKY CHI DOG RESCUE 
For sponsoring spay/neuters 

for all adult cats adopted 
 during 

Adopt-A-Cat Month  
In June 

 
 

OUR VOLUNTEERS AND  
FOSTER FAMILIES  

Who help save so many lives 
 

OUR ADOPTERS 
 

OUR STAFF   
Who work through laughter 

and too many tears 
 

ALL THE FRIENDS OF THE 
ANIMALS  

who adopt, donate, and help in 
so many different ways   

 
YOU ARE APPRECIATED  
MORE THAN YOU KNOW! 

Thank You! 

What would I do without 
you, my precious, furry 

friend? 
Part mischief, but all  

blessing, and faithful to the 
end! 

 
You look at me with eyes 

of love; 
You never hold a grudge… 

You think I’m far too  
wonderful to criticize or 

judge. 
 

It seems your greatest joy 
in life is being close to 

me… 
I think God knew how  

comforting your warm, soft 
fur would be. 

 
I know you think you’re 

human, but I’m glad it isn’t 
true… 

The world would be a nicer 
place if folks were more 

like you! 
 

A few short years are all 
we have; one day we’ll 

have to part… 
But you, my pet, will  

always have a place within 
my heart. 

 
—Author Unknown 
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Anytime the weather heats up, rattlesnakes come out. Although April and May are their 
most active months, they will be out and about all summer. In the heat of the day they like 
to hunker down, hiding under bushes, rocks or anywhere else they can find shade, even in 
your own backyard, and that can be hazardous for you and your pets. And, we know our 
dogs cannot resist poking their noses into places they don’t belong such as a rattlesnake’s 
face! 
 
Dogs are about 20 times more likely to be bitten by venomous snakes than people and are 
about 25 times more likely to die if bitten. Snake bites are life-threatening, extremely  
painful, expensive to treat, and can cause permanent damage even when the dog survives 
the bite. 

 
Our low cost spay/neuter and vaccination clinic offers the rattlesnake vaccine for only $15. A second vaccine is  
required after 30 days. It is well worth the cost to save your pet the pain (or worse) of a rattlesnake bite! 

Beware of these Summer Dangers  

The Ubiquitous Foxtail 
 
Another summer danger awaiting our pets is the ubiqui-
tous foxtail. More prevalent in the western U.S. than in 
the east, they can be a real nightmare for our pets. 

 
Foxtails have sharp 
points at one end 
and microscopic 
barbs, so that they 
easily move in the 
direction of the 
point, but not the 
other way. In other 
words, they “work 
in”, but they don’t 
“work out”. They 

can become imbedded in the hair, especially the paws 
and ears, in nostrils, and even eyes. 
 
If your dog has been running in a field or other location 
that is not landscaped, he more than likely will come 
home with a foxtail. Common symptoms are shaking his 
head or licking at a foot. If they are not noticed right 
away, foxtails can become too far imbedded for owners 
to get them out and a trip to the vet will be in order. 
Sometimes, they get embedded so far in, for example, 
an ear, that the pet will need to be anesthetized in order 
for them to be removed. 
 

 

Available at the shelter—33751 Mission Trail, Wildomar 
And at our spay/neuter clinic—29001 Bastron Ave, Lake Elsinore 

Call 951-674-7729 to schedule an appointment. 

It’s a Scary World Out There! 
Microchip Your Pet! 

Do it before the July 4 
celebrations start! 
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The Kittens Have Arrived 
And They Would Appreciate 

Your Help! 

Big ones, little ones, and even super tiny ones! 
They are here and they need your help!  
 
They especially need the following: 
 
KMR Kitten Milk Replacer 
 
Friskies Pate 
 
Clumping Cat Litter 
 
Laundry Soap 
 
We Need Wet Dog Food, Too! 
 
 
 
 

Adopted! 

Adopted! 



 

Animal Friends of  the Valleys                                                                 
 Calendar  

         

June 
1-30 Adopt-A-Cat-Month—Spay/neuter Fees for  All Adult Cats  

  Sponsored By Lucky Chi Dog Rescue (with approved application)   

   

4-30 $10 Microchip Madness Special 
  

July 

  4  Happy Independence Day! (Shelter Closed) 

19 Paws On Sunday, Shelter Open Noon-4 pm  

 

August 

  Watch for Clear the Shelters! 

16 Paws On Sunday, Shelter Open Noon-4 pm   
 

 

 

 

 

  

Animal Friends of the Valleys 

33751 Mission Trail 

Wildomar, CA  92595 

  

Shelter Phone: 951-674-0618 Fax: 951-471-8285 

www.animalfriendsofthevalleys.com   

email: customercare@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com 


