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Mission Statement: 
Animal Friends of the 

Valleys is dedicated to 

promoting humane care 

of animals through  

education and a humane, 
pro-active animal services 

program. We are com-

mitted to preventing the 

suffering of animals and to 

ending pet overpopulation 

in the cities we serve. 

 

Animal Friends of the 

Valleys is your local ani-

mal shelter. We offer  

animals for adoption and 

provide animal services to 

Lake Elsinore, Wildomar,  

Canyon Lake, Menifee, 

Murrieta, and Temecula.  

We are a nonprofit 501(c)

(3) organization. 

  

AFV is so honored to have been chosen as a California Nonprofit of the 
year. We were selected by our state senators and assembly members for 
the contributions to the communities we serve. 
 
Beth Soltysiak, AFV director of development stated, “Animal Friends of the 
Valleys’ board of directors, staff and animal control  
officers are thrilled 
with this outstand-
ing award.” The 
shelter was nomi-
nated by Assembly-
man Kelly Seyarto 
of District 67.  
 
This past year has 
been difficult but 
AFV remained open 
throughout the  
pandemic. Our  
focus was on the 
animals and those 
struggling through 
this period. Ani-
mals bring comfort and laughter which has been so important this past 
year.  
 
Thank you to all of our cities, chambers of commerce and community 
members who help support AFV and, especially, Assemblyman Kelly  
Seyarto for this award. 
 
 
 
                                                              

Representatives from the six cities we serve helped us celebrate. 



 

Animal Friends of the Valleys         Summer 2021 

 

Shelter Hours: 
 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday—10 a.m. to 4 p.m (Open at 8 a.m. to purchase dog licenses.) 
Wednesday—10 a.m. to 7 p.m. (Open at 8 a.m. to purchase dog licenses.) 
Saturday—10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  (Open at 8 a.m. to purchase dog licenses.) 
Third Sunday of each month—Noon to 4 p.m.   
 
Phone: 951-674-0618 

 

 
AFV Low Cost Spay and Neuter Clinic 

29001 Bastron Ave. 
Lake Elsinore 92530  

 

951 674 7729 
 

https://animalfriendsofthevalleys.com/spay-neuter/ 
 

CHECK OUT OUR NEW HOURS: 

 

SPAY/NEUTERS: Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays—By appointment only 
 
VACCINE CLINIC: Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays—By appointment only 
 
FRIDAYS: Vaccine Clinic WALK-INS, 8:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m. 

Huey’s is  
Officially Back! 

 
Huey’s reading program 
will continue every 
Wednesday, ten read-
ers per the following 30 
minute time slots.   
 

3:00—3:30  
3:30—4:00 
4:00—4:30  

 
Reservations are a MUST and can be made by emailing us 
at hueysheroes@outlook.com, with your name as well as 
the reader’s name.  
 
Improve your child’s reading skills (or your own!) while  
making a difference in the life of a shelter animal. After  
completing ten sessions, the reader earns a Barnes &  
Noble gift card. 

AFV is a firm believer in humane  
euthanasia for very sick, elderly or  
seriously injured pets. When the time 
comes, we are here for you.  
 
We also offer in-home euthanasia. 
 

For more information and advice, please call  
951-674-0618, ext. 233.  

Did you know you can purchase 
an ID tag for your pet at the  
shelter? Check out our tag  
engraving machine in the shelter 
lobby! 

Pssst! you can donate to AFV 
every time you make a  
purchase on Amazon.  
Simply go to 
smile.amazon.com and 
choose Animal Friends of the 

Valleys as your charity. It costs you nothing, but helps the 
animals big time! 

mailto:hueysheroes@outloo.com
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From the Donor Development Desk… 
 

Beth Soltysiak, Director of Donor Development 
  
Hello and happy summer! It is so nice to know we are seeing the light at the end of the 
tunnel in regard to COVID. It has been a difficult year for all of us. 
 
It is great to be able to see our donors and sponsors in person and let them know how 
much they helped during the past year. Animal Friends of the Valleys remained open 
throughout the pandemic to care for the pets and to help them find new families. And,  
because of quarantine, many people were working from home and had the extra time to 
foster a pet from AFV. To our delight, many of the fostered animals have been adopted. 
 
It has been wonderful to see such community support during these challenging times. 
During the past year we have received corporate and government grants from Petco, CDFA, Maddie’s Fund, Inland  
Empire Community Foundation, VCA, Best Friends, Nestle Purina, and Bissell Foundation to name a few. Many of the 
grants go right back into the community to help offset the costs for animal care, spay/neuter vouchers at our clinic, and  
more. 
 
Our local businesses have really shown their support from donating food and essential items to financial contributions.  
AFV relies on support from corporations, local cities, community businesses and generous donors to help all lost and 
abandoned animals. AFV appreciates every dollar that comes in to help feed and care for the thousands of animals that 
come through our doors and we always gives back to the communities we serve.  
 
AFV’s first in-person fundraising event this year was the FORE the Animals Golf Tournament April 23 at Canyon Lake Golf 
and Country Club. It was wonderful to see everyone and to be part of such a fun event. This year the tournament was 
sponsored by Vincenzo’s Olive Tree and Nestle Purina Petcare. Other sponsors included The Bedrock Company, 
Pechanga, Abbott, Paradise Chevrolet Cadillac, Patterson Vet Supply, EVMWD, Osment Grading, Hefferrnan Insurance, 
RJ Allen, Inc., Regency-Lake Elsinore, RDO Equipment Company, Home Perfect Restoration, Cielo Rose Vineyards, Wine 
Ranch and Grill, CRCA screening, AAA Restoration, Proactive Legal, Altura Credit Union, and Merck.  
 
We also thank Temecula Trophies, Nothing Bundt Cakes Menifee, Wiens Family Cellars, Wine Ranch Grill, Lowes, and 
other community supporters. It truly takes a village, and AFV thanks the sponsors, along with all of the golfers, who made 
it a success. Of course, we also want to thank all of the volunteers who gave of their time to help make the event a  
success. 

 
 
 
 

Check out our video from the golf tournament here.    
 
 
 
 

Our Wine Ranch Grill and Cellars event was a big success on March 20. The food 
was great and all the animals we brought were adopted!
 
Come join us for a Bow Wow Brunch on April 17, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.!

We proudly participated in the Pawtriotic Dog Bakery Grand 
Opening on May 28. The bakery makes simple, fresh, 
healthy, organic treats. We had a booth with information 
about AFV along with some of our adoptable dogs.   
 
Everybody had a great time and their treats are amazing! 
Check them out at 33050 Antelope Road in Menifee. 
 
We thank them for having us! 

Chip says, “Those sure  
look good!” 

Christina Drake, owner. 

https://youtu.be/fYI7H3usNJc
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For her birthday, Alyssia 
decided she was going to 
ask for gifts - not for herself, 
but for the shelter animals!  
 
On top of that, her family 
also adopted a new family 
member from us the same 
day!  
 
Bow—WOW! 

An amazing and gener-
ous donation made by the 
Cameron Family has 
touched Animal Friends of  
the Valleys’ heart. 
 
Thank you so much for 
your benevolence and 
willingness to provide 

support for our animals. We are eternally grateful (and so 
are they!) 

We want to give a big 
thank you to the  
Lagnada Family for their  
donations. For Annafe’s 
birthday, they decided 
to donate to help make 
a difference in shelter 
pets’ lives. Your care 
and thoughtfulness are 
so appreciated! 

We want to thank 
13-year-old Carter 
for donating the 
money he got for 
Easter to the  
shelter animals. 
 
Whether large or 
small, donations 
definitely make a 
positive impact on 
the animals’ lives. 

A generous donation 
of cat litter plus wet 
and dry cat food was 
made by 14-year-old 
Maddin and 11-year-
old Mathias. 
 
We have been in great 
need of cat/kitten-
related donations lately 
due to the influx of all 
the spring kittens! 

 A big shout 
out to our 
local Girl 
Scouts for 
stopping by 
and not only 
donating 
much need-
ed food for 
the shelter 
pets, but 
also plenty of boxes of Girl Scout cookies for our 
hard-working staff. Yummy! 

Rylie, Tristan, and 
their Grandma Amy 
set up their own lem-
onade stand and do-
nated the $177 they 
earned to the shelter 
animals. 
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With the arrival of 
spring come moms 
with litters of kittens 
into the shelter, 
many of which will 
need a little extra 
time to grow 
enough to be ready 
for permanent 
homes of their own. 
And, we hope we 
can depend on you 
to give them the 
start they need by 
fostering! 
 
Fostering is an excellent way to help the homeless pets by 
providing them a safe place to stay while waiting for their 
own forever family to come along. We provide food, bed-
ding, and essential items to bring home with you for your 
foster pet’s needs. All you need to do is provide the love 
and care! 
 
Helping a shelter animal by fostering is a rewarding  
experience and a great family activity.  
 
If you would like to help the animals by becoming a foster 
parent, please check out our website at https://
animalfriendsofthevalleys.com/foster/ or email  
foster@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com.   

 
Spay/Neuter 

Bus  
Comes 
To AFV! 

Have You Heard? 

Thank you to Riverside County Animal Services  
for partnering with us recently to help end pet overpopu-
lation. Their bus pulled into our parking area and spayed 
or neutered 62 animals. Wow! A big thanks to them and 
our residents who took advantage of this special life-
saving event!  

We need foster families! 
Can you help? 

“Paws” to consider… 
 
If you can’t hold the back of 
your hand to the pavement 
for 5 seconds, it’s too hot to 
walk your dog on that  
surface! 
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Happy 

Tails 

Chip the  
Chihuahua was 
adopted back in 
September 2020 
by Mathew and 
has been his best 
friend ever since. 
 
What does  
Matthew have to 
say about Chip? 
“He’s the most 
loyal & loving 
pup.” And lots of 
fun, too, going by 
the photos! 

This little Yorkie 
named Noah was 
missing from Ana’s 
arms for four years 
before the two were 
finally reunited. And, it 
was all thinks to his 
microchip!  
 
We cannot stress 
enough the im-
portance of having 
your pet micro-

chipped! And, it only costs $20 at the shelter or our clinic 
(see page 2 for clinic hours.) 

We adopted our Simba from 
AFV six years ago. He is our 
love and joy. Soon we hope 
to adopt another fur baby 
there. 

Nearly seven years ago I walked into Animal Friends of the 
Valleys (AFV) to pick up the ashes 
of my beloved dog, Dakota. Tears 
streaming down my face, I carried 
the box of ashes with me as I was 
exiting the shelter. On my way out, 
I spotted a white German shepherd 
puppy. I had no intention of getting 
another dog so soon, but some-
thing told me to take a look. I would 
like to think it was Dakota sending 
me a message to help her mommy 
through the grieving process. 
 
I remember years ago when Mr. 
Bear, my white German shepherd, 
passed away; I was distraught for months. Someone told 
me, “You may not be ready for another dog but there is 
another dog ready and waiting for you.” That sentiment has 
always stayed with me. Remembering this, I brought both 
Dakota and Bella home that day. (The name Bella seemed 
appropriate since she would become part of an Italian fami-
ly.) This was the best decision.  
 
I still miss Dakota (and all my other fur-babies) but getting 
another dog eased the pain and Bella is such a joy! I  
needed her and she needed me. She has become a  
wonder dog; she is extremely smart, silly, and very playful. 
We had to put a special lock on the front door because  
Bella learned to open doors (by watching us) at 5 months 
old. 
 
All my fur babies have been rescues. I grew up with  
shepherds; we took in strays and went to shelters for our 
dogs. I will continue to do this. “Adopt Don’t Shop” has  
always been my motto. Come visit AFV for your next fur-
baby family member. There are so many wonderful animals 
at Animal Friends of the Valleys that are ready and waiting 
for you!  —Jeanette Marie Bassi, AFV board member 

 
 

Dakota 

Bella all grown up 

Puppy Bella     
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Kramer 
By Alexis Rascon, AFV assistant media manager 

 
One of the first truly heartwarming moments in animal care work 
for me here at AFV was about a stray terrier mix named Kramer. 
Upon arrival at the shelter, he was difficult to handle, let alone 
touch, due to fear aggression. He would freeze and stare if  
people were around, and would try to bite if anyone attempted to 
touch him. Seeing that Kramer was aggressive due to his  
extreme fear gave me hope that he could be rehabilitated if he 
just learned that people weren’t going to hurt him—he simply 
needed time and patience, if given the chance. 
  
Over the course of days that turned into weeks, I spent time with 

him when I could, slowly getting him 
used to my presence in the same 
room, then to sitting next to him, and 
so on. Finally, one day, I attempted 
to touch him and, despite his growl-
ing, Kramer slowly rolled over to  
expose his belly to me so I could 
keep petting him. It was like he was 
confused himself as to what he was 
feeling! After that point, it was  
apparent that Kramer still had some  
behavioral issues to work though; 
however, the day finally came when 
he was adopted out to his foster 

family who worked with him wonderfully. I honestly had a hard 
time not crying seeing him leave the shelter at long last after the 
months spent here. 
  
I hope this story conveys the profound impact it had on my work 
in animal care. It was incredibly motivating and the perfect  
happy ending, as he is still in his forever home over a year later! 
The photo is from the first time he rolled over for me. 

  Oro, Oro, Wherefore Art Thou? 
By Lisa Castle, AFV pet recovery specialist 

 
Last December, “Oro”, a Labrador retriever, was out 
hiking with his Ontario family in the Mount Baldy  
area. Well, as dogs sometimes do, he ran off  
following his nose, never to be seen again. Or, so 
they thought.   
 
Although the family 
looked high and low 
for him after he took 
off, they were  
unable to find him. 
They didn’t give up, 
though. They kept 
searching Facebook 
and other social 
media pages and, 
finally, to their  
surprise, came 
across a “found” post for him! A family in Menifee 
had him and brought him to AFV! 
 
Only Oro knows how he spent the five months he 
had been missing but he’s not saying. However, he 
was thin and appeared exhausted so he must have 
had quite an adventure. No more letting his nose tell 
him what to do! And, now he has a microchip and is 
back to his sweet and mellow self. 

Just a Little Love, Please 
 
The sheltering business can bring much happiness to workers but also can bring tears. A case in point was the day a 
man came into the shelter with three small senior dogs he wanted to turn in because he was “moving and can no longer 
keep the dogs”. When asked if the dogs were in good shape, he answered “yes”; but, after seeing them, our staff  
member saw that they were overweight and not well groomed.  
 
Then, when he was asked for the dogs’ names, he had no idea until five minutes later. And then he stated that they were 
“ugly”. Two of the dogs were Chihuahuas and soon were adopted to new families. The third, however, a Bichon Frise 
named “Tinkerbell”, had severe dental disease, was extremely matted, had overgrown nails, multiple warty growths on 
her body, and two small masses. Monica Marshall, AFV rescue coordinator, contacted Maltese and More Rescue who 
came to the shelter, rescued her, took her to their veterinarian, had a much needed dental, and had her groomed. 
 
Turns out that she was medically sound (except for her teeth) and now is safe, happy and spoiled in her new forever 
home.  

 
See what a difference a little love and care make. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

<< Tinkerbell when she arrived at the shelter. 

Tinkerbell in her new forever home. >> 
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YOU, Too, Can Be A Friend  
To The Animals 

 
VOLUNTEER! 

 
Sign up on our website at  

animalfriendsofthevallelys.com. 
Click on “Get Involved”. 
Fill out an application. 

Attend our online volunteer 
orientation! 

We sincerely appreciate our amazing volunteers and all the time 
they have given to help us at the shelter. We awarded our  
volunteers certificates of achievements for their great work!  
 
Photo 1: Kristi has been a dog walker since January 2020 with 
539 hours of volunteer work!  
 
Photo 2: Betty has been a dog walker since August 2019 with 
over 393 hours of volunteer work!  
 
Photo 3: Chantal has been a dog walker since April 2019 with 
over 559 hours!  
 
Photo 4: Annette has been a dog walker since January 2020 
with over 393 hours of volunteer work!  
 
Photo 5: Evan has been a volunteer since May 2020 with over 
934 hours!  
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Animal Friends of the Valleys Core Values 
 

Compassion for Animals 
 
Employee Excellence 
 
Outstanding Community and Customer Service 
 
Building Strong Networks, Partnerships and Alliances 
 
Educational Advocacy 
 
Fiscal Responsibility 

From  
Animal  
Control 

                                
  

With approved application—spay/neuter fees may apply. 

Don’t Forget to  
License Your Pet! 

 
It is a state law and city ordinance 
that all dogs 4 months of age and 
older be vaccinated against rabies 
and licensed in the city in which the 
animal lives. Rabies vaccinations are 
available at our low cost/spay neuter clinic for only $6. 

You can license your pet online on our website at: 
animalfriendsofthevalleys.com  
(click on “My Account”.) 

Or, come to the shelter and license in person. 

Animal Control Appreciation Week 

Animal Control Appreciation Week is held every second 
full week of April and our officers were shown apprecia-
tion by both the Temecula Valley Woman’s Club (TVWC) 
and, of course, by Animal Friends of the Valleys. 
 
Below is Lea from TVWC with homemade baklava,  
Starbucks gift cards and thank you letters. 

Beth Soltysiak, our director of donor development, 
showed her appreciation by donating donuts and 
Starbuck’s drinks on another morning that week. 

 Snakes Alive — 
It’s Rattlesnake Season! 
 
The weather’s hot and the snakes 
are out, and we need to be vigilant 
when we walk our dogs.  
 
The most important thing we can do is keep our dogs on a 
leash and monitor them while walking. That way, we can 
prevent them from following their noses into rock crevices 
and heavy bush where snakes may be hiding.  
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Thanks from the Animals. . .  
Without the help of our many supporters we would not be able to continue helping the animals in need. Thanks to these 
and all the other friends who contributed to AFV the first quarter of 2021. 

2YKOUK TOM 
ACKERMAN ANGELA 
ALLEN  PATRICIA 
ANDREWS  CAMERON 
APPLEMAN-THOMPSON 
  MARY RITA 
ARMSTRONG CHARLES  
ARNOLD  ROGER &  
  LAURA 
ASISTIO  MADEL 
AUDIA  PAIGE 
AUSTIN EQUINE  ENTERPRISES 
AUTHENTIC4U  
AZZAM  KHALID &  
  SIBYLIE 
BAILEY  RITA 
BALLOU-COPELAND FAITH &  
  THOMAS 
BARDALES DAREM 
BELLAS  MONICA 
BENNETT  KAREN  
BERG  APRIL 
BEVELHIMER ROGER &  
  JAYMIE 
BLACKBAUD GIVING FUND 
BOWDEN  PAIGE 
BOYER  JAKE 
BRADY  JANE 
BROWN  LLOYD &  
  SHARON 
BURCOMBE BARBARA 
BURGESS  REBECCA 
BYERS  MAURINE 
CAMERON  STEWART 
CASTRO  GREG &  
  PATRICIA 
COBB  TERRY 
COFFMAN  DONNA 
COMMITTEE TO RE-ELECT  
BOB MAGEE  
COPELAND SHIRLEY 
CORNWELL BONNIE 
COSTA   DEBORAH 
COTE  SUSAN 
CRESTE  MARIA 
CRISP  GABRIELLE 
CRUZ  VANESSA 
CUMMINGS PAT 
CURLEY  ZACHARY 
CYBERGRANTS  
DAVENPORT WALTER 
DAVIES  JUDY 
DEMERATH JAN & ALAN 
DESANTIS  RANDI &  
  NICK 
DEVENCENZI KELISSA 
DHILLON  MELYSSA 
DIANNE'S PLACE 
DIAZ  ARMANDO 
  & DIANA 
DIETZ  JACKIE &   
  GARY 
DOZIER  LINDA 
DUNN  BRIAN &  
  PAM 
DURKIC  ALEKSAN- 
  DRA 
ELKINS  MARISSA 
ELLING  THOMAS 
ELLIOTT  JUDIE 
ELLIS/VIDAL RICHARD  
  & MONICA 
EPPERLY  WENDY 
ESPARZA  LESLIE  

SERAFIN 
FADDEN  VERONICA 
  & JOE 
FALCIANO  SHARON & 
  AUGUST 
FEGYO  ELIZABETH 
FIER  ROBERT 
FRANCO  LUIS 
FRAZER  TERRY 
FREEMAN/KING BILL &  
  SUSAN 
FRENCH  SANDRA 
FRONTSTREAM  
FULLER  TIM & KELLI 
FURTADO  FAMILY   
GAGNON  RUSSELL  & 
  BECKY 
GAITAN  DAVID 
GALLAGHER A V 
GALVAN  GRACE &  
  CHARLES 
GARCIA  FERNANDA 
GAXILOLA  FELICIA/ 
  MARTHA/ 
  FELIX 
GLASER  JANEEN 
GODFREY  KELLIE 
GRANZOW CYNTHIA 
GRAY  CAROLYN 
GREER  RALPH 
GREGORY  JAMES  
  MICHAEL 
GRUBER  KAREN 
GUENTHNER TAMMY 
GUTH  MARLENE 
GUZEL  HOLLY 
HALL  HOLLY 
HAMMAD  ATHAR 
HANKS  SALLY 
HARDY  JACQUEL- 
  INE & MIKE 
HASTINGS  DANA 
HEFNER  JACQUELYN 
HEIDE  PATRICIA 
HERRERA  EDWARDO 
HESSON  ASHLEY 
HILLER  BARBARA 
HOLDEREGGER JENNIE 
HOLLAND  ELLEN 
HORN  JIM 
HOWARD  LINDA 
HUNT  ADRIANNE 
HUSK  ANNE 
HUSK  CHARLES & 
  ANNE 
JOHNSON  ARDIS 
JOHNSON  KAROLYN 
JOHNSTON GREGORY 
KAUFMAN  DAVID 
KELLY  WAYNE &  
  PATRICIA 
KIENITZ  MIKE &  
  BETTY 
KIRSHON  NATALIA 
KLIM  JEROME J 
KRAUSE  CARROL 
KRENELKA JERALD M 
KUZMINSKI SUZANNE 
LEADING EDGE PARENTING  
LEWIS  LINDA 
LINDSEY  DOROTHEA 
LOBO  YVETTE 
LOTTIG  ELEXIS 
LUBELSKI  JON 

LUCAS  JENNIFER 
LUNA  LORI 
LUPRO  DONALD 
LUSK  SHERRY 
MAAVICH  DIANE 
MARTIN  KAREN &  
  LARRY 
MARTINEZ  SHARON 
MARTZOLFF ROBERT 
MATTHEWS ROBERT 
MAY  CYNDI 
MCCALEB  KATHERINE 
MCGLASHAN JIM 
MCROBERTS DEBBIE 
MENDOZA  LETICIA 
MEYERS  
MIDDLEMAS SUSAN 
MIRANDA  JEANNE 
MIRELES, JR FELIX 
MONTGOMERY ANN MARIE 
  & WILLI- 
  ETHEL 
MOORE  BRIDGETTE 
MOORE  EVAN 
MYLOTT  SHERRI 
NAHAY  JENNIFER 
NASH  TERRY &  
  MARVIN 
NAVARRO  ROBERTO & 
  LILLIAN 
NEMOTO  KATHERINE 
NETWORK FOR GOOD  
NEYMAN  DIANA 
NICHOLSON LAWRENCE 
NICKERSON DARLENE 
NICOLALDE GENOVEVA 
NORWOOD BUTCH 
O"ROSE  GABRIELLA 
OLIVER-BERG JO 
PANGJAYA ELTY 
PAUL  KATHLEEN 
PHARES  DAVID &  
  SUSIE 
PISTER  SANDY 
PITNEY BOWES  
PLEDGELING FOUNDATION  
PLUMMER  RICHARD & 
  PHYLLIS 
QUIJAXO  JUDIE 
RATHBURN MAUREEN 
RATLIF  MICHELLE 
RATTRAY  BEVERLY 
RAWLS  TERESA 
RAY  ACQUELINE 
RIVERSIDE CO EMPLOYEE  
CAMPAIGN 
RODERICK SIRIWAN 
ROMANS  AMY 
ROMANS  BENNY 
ROSENFELD SHANNON R 
RUBIO  JOHN 
RUNGE  WILLIAM 
RUNGE FAMILY TRUST   
SARMIENTO NORA 
SATTERFIELD JAMES 
SAVAGE  MELISSA 
SCHAFF  BETTY 
SCHAUMANN DENISE &  
  KEN &  
  LANDEN 
SCHRODER JEAN 
SCHWARTZ STEVE 
SD COUNTY CREDIT UNION 
    

SEWS  JANICE  
  ELAINE 
SHEAHAN  MARY  
SICKLES  AUTUM 
SIMENTAL/PUN MONICA  
  (GIGI) & SIU 
SIMPSON  DEREK 
SINSABAUGH KATHERINE 
SKUJINS  PETE 
SMITH  MENYARD & 
  LINDA 
SOLTZ  STEPHEN/ 
  SHERI 
SOME OF ME  
SPARTAGE BOB 
SPERRY  WILLIS &  
  DOROTH 
STARCK  PAT 
STOVALL  RICHARD & 
  MARILYN 
SUBARU  
SUITTS  JAIME 
TARGET CORPORATION  
TEMECULA VALLEY WOMAN'S 
CLUB  
THEDOGBANA  
THOMAS  RUTH 
THOMPSON THELMA 
UNITED WAY CA CAPITAL  
REGION  
UNITED WAY OF THE INLAND 
VALLEYS  
US BANK  
VALE  GARY/LINDA 
VAN MUIJEN ROBERT & 
  LOUISE 
VERRELL  JEAN &  
  STEPHEN 
VESSEY  JUSTIN 
VILLARREAL LISA 
VOIGT  SARAH 
VOSE  BARBARA 
VUONG  MARY 
WAGNER  LAURA &  
  WILLIAM 
WALSH  DONALDA  
  (DONNIE) 
WALTZER  ERIC 
WATJE  GINA & NINA 
WELLES  BRYAN 
WICKMAN  DANIELLE 
WIEMER  MICHAEL 
WINGATE  SHARON 
WITTMAN  JAMES &  
  HELEN 
WOOD  JACQUEL- 
  INE 
WOOSLEY  LYDIA 
WYLIE  DAVID 
ZINICK  HELEN 
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In Memory of… 

 
ERIN MCCONAGHY 
John/Karen Chane 

 
ROSI ELRITE 

Elfriede Schauers 
 

CAROL BALDON 
Valerie Summers 

 
KEITH ROSS 

City of Wildomar Staff 

 

In memory and honor of Keith Ross, an animal lover, and who 
served as an enforcement officer for the City of Wildomar from 
2011– 2021, a ceremony was held and a plaque hung in the  
shelter in his honor. We thank him so much for everything he did 
for this city. 
 
Pictured are Beth Soltysiak, AFV director of donor development, 
and Mrs. Ross with the plaque. 
  

Happy Birthday… 

 
SABRINA GUTTIEREZ 
Nails & Company LLC 

 

We Also Thank… 

 
Our wonderful rescue groups who take in the animals that 

may have an illness, injury, or personality issue that 
doesn’t bode well for a speedy adoption 

 
Our faithful donors who did not forget us  

during the pandemic 
 

Our supporters who chose AFV as their charity on  
Amazon Smile.  

We received $976.74 this quarter thanks to you! 
 

 

 
 

Our staff, volunteers, and adopters who continued to come 
 to the shelter to help the animals throughout the  
pandemic. It is because of you that we received  

the Nonprofit of the Year award! 
 
 
 
 

Dog Days of  Summer 
 

You just possibly may have noticed that the temperatures 
have been a wee bit hotter than usual this summer. In fact, 
you may even have been hearing terms like “climate 
change” and “global warming” tossed around a little more 
often in recent weeks. Well, there is a lesser-used term 
from the old days (though not as fashionable as the new 
quasi-scientific terms) and it is called the Dog Days of 
Summer.  

 
What are 
the Dog 
Days of 
Summer? 
In the 
northern  
hemi-
sphere, 
they are 
the hot, 
sultry days 
of mid- 
summer. 

(Hmmm...seems they started a few weeks early this year.) 
Anyway, the term originates with ancient Greece, Egypt, 
and Rome. 
 
In the summer, Sirius, the “dog star,” rises and sets with 
the sun. During late July, Sirius is in conjunction with the 
sun and ancient people believed that its heat added to the 
heat of the sun, creating a stretch of hot and sultry  
weather. They named this period of time “dog days” after 
the dog star. 

Beating the heat 
 

Now that we know it is the fault of the “dog star” (see 
above) that we are dealing with extreme hot weather right 
now, we need to remind ourselves how to keep our own 
“dog stars” cool and comfortable. 
 
Always make available plenty of fresh clean water for your 
pets. 
 
Many dogs enjoy a small child’s plastic pool to cool off, 
but never leave your pet alone in the pool. 
 
Never leave your pet in the garage in summer unless 
you have air conditioning there. Ditto for never leaving 
your pet in the car, even with the windows rolled down. 
 
Make sure your pet’s area is cool for their feet. Cement 
and asphalt can blister/burn their paws. 
 
Metal choke chains get very hot in the summer as do  
metal water bowls. 
 
Pets should not be shaved in the  
summer. Fur acts as insulation from 
the heat (and cold) and protects their 
skin from sunburn. 



 

Animal Friends of the Valleys         Summer 2021 

 

Yes! Plans are in the works to build a new spay/neuter clinic on Mission Trail, near the shelter. Having the  
clinic near the shelter will make life much easier for animals, clients, and staff alike. Stay tuned for more  
updates!  

RASCAL’S 

BOUTIQUE 

      Exp. 12-31-2021 

And How ‘Bout This? 

The Menifee Police Department has fallen in love with Ares, who was 
originally a foster from AFV. Now named Winston, he has been adopt-
ed and, according to Officer Trong, is doing fantastic and goes home 
every night with an officer!  
 
Congratulations, Menifee P. D. and Winston!  

 



Animal Friends of the Valleys 

33751 Mission Trail 

Wildomar, CA  92595 

  

Shelter Phone: 951-674-0618 Fax: 951-471-8285 

www.animalfriendsofthevalleys.com   

email: customercare@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com 

 
Animal Friends of  the Valleys                                                                

 Calendar 
         

July 

17  Bow Wow Brunch 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.—Wine Ranch and Grill Cellars, Murrieta 

18  Paws On Sunday, Shelter Open Noon—4 p.m. 

28  Blood Drive—2 p.m. to 6 p.m.—Animal Friends of the Valleys Classroom 

  

August 

 15  Paws On Sunday, Shelter Open Noon—4 p.m.  

 28 Bow Wow Lunch 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.—Wine Ranch and Grill Cellars, Murrieta 

   

September 

19 Paws On Sunday, Shelter Open Noon—4 p.m.  

 

  

     
  

   Huey’s Heroes Reading Program,  

   Every Wednesday, 3-4:30 p.m. 

   Reservations are a must.  

   (See page 2 for details.) 


